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Burley attended High School in Trenton, Missouri, and was drafted into the Army on August 18,
1942. He entered the military at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and received basic training at El
Paso, Texas with the cavalry where he trained with horses. After basic training, he was
shipped to the Philippines as a Light Mortar Crewman. Burley was in battles and campaigns in
the Southern Philippines, Luzon Islands, New Guinea, and Bismarck Archipelago. He was
awarded 4 Bronze Stars for the above campaigns, a Good Conduct Medal, and Combat
Infantry Badge. He received the Asiatic-Pacific Theatre Campaign Ribbon, 4 Overseas Bars
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He served 27 months and 6 days in the South

Pacific. Burley was discharged on October 19, 1945, as a T/Sgt from Company D, 172nd
Infantry at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. After being discharged from the Army, Burley returned
home to Trenton and resumed farming. He later worked at the REA at Bethany, Missouri, for
five years, then at the Missouri Public Service in Trenton, Missouri, as a service man for 33
years, retiring in 1984. Burley was married to Barbara Maloney of Dunlap, Missouri, in 1948,
and they had two children. They have five grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. He is a
member of the Trenton VFW, Elks Lodge of Trenton, and the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers.

Burley had four brothers who were in the military at the same time he was serving and they
are: Gerald Lee Hague who entered the Army in 1941; Calvin Leroy Hague who entered the
Navy in 1943; Robert Gean Hague who entered the Navy in 1944; Denver Hague who entered
the Army in 1945. There was a sister, Edna, who was married, and she and her husband were
at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, standing in an airplane hangar when the Japanese
attacked. The husband walked outside and got hit by machine gun fire from a Japanese Zero
airplane and was killed instantly. Edna and her husband were not in the military, but they
trained Navy pilots to fly airplanes.

The members of the Armstrong Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution wish to extend
our GRATITUDE and THANKS to Burley Don Hague for his service to our great country.




