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Robert W. Boots, Sr.

Margaret Miller Chapter

Robert W. Boots attended boot camp at Great Lakes, lllinois, and Class A Machinist School. He was
assigned to the USS Laws DD558 Destroyer. His homeport was San Diego, California, and he
made trips to the far east, six months at a time.

Ports of call were Hawaii, Pearl Harbor, Midway Island, Yokouska, Japan, Hong Kong, China, Subic
Bay, Philippines, Kiashung, and Taipei Formosa. The Destroyer patrolled between Formosa and
mainland China. On his third trip, he went to Pago Pago, the Samona Islands.

His primary duties were operating steam turbans, and he was later assigned as supervisor of the
machinery repair shop. He was discharged in San Diego, California, as a Machinist Mate 2" Class.
He received $300.00 and a train ticket to Moberly, Missouri. He served from August 1954 through
July 1958. He is a Korean War veteran and received the China Service Medal, Good Conduct
Medal, a certificate for crossing the equator, and became a Trusty Shellback on July 11, 1957.

Robert’s Navy training was beneficial to his employment at the AECI Power Plant in Thomas Hill,
Missouri. He retired after thirty years of service to AECI in 1996 as the mechanical maintenance
superintendent.

He married Bonnie Ragsdale on May 13, 1961, at the Saint Pius X Catholic Church in Moberly.
Bonnie is a member of the Margaret Miller Chapter DAR. They have three children, six
grandchildren, three great grandchildren.

Robert loves hunting, fishing, and sports. He especially enjoys watching the Moberly Greyhound
basketball team and the St. Louis Cardinals. On October 25, 2013, he enjoyed being on the
Veterans Honor Flight #25.

The Margaret Miller Chapter DAR is proud to nominate Robert W. Boots, Sr. as Patriot of the Month
and extend gratitude and appreciation for his patriotic service and commitment to our great nation.
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