
Missouri State Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
 

Patriot of  the Month 
  December 2015 

Edward Francis Nickels 

Sponsored by: 

Webster Groves Chapter 

It gives this chapter regent great pleasure to nominate Ed Nickels for Patriot of the Month. I met Ed 
through the docent program at the St. Louis Art Museum. Ed Nickels and Allen Langston, both Museum 
docents and Vietnam veterans, had a marvelous idea---they wanted to give special tours on Veterans 
Day weekend for Veterans and their families. The tours reflect their own personal military experiences 
and each man picked his own paintings and objects. I went on these tours and I was thrilled to see the 
large crowd that had assembled to hear them. Each tour was unique and insightful and included 
information that could only have been gleaned from a man that had been in military service.  
  
Since Ed Nickels had been in the ROTC program at Iowa State University, he entered the United States 
Army on September 25, 1967, as a Second Lieutenant. His first Army training was at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
as an Armor officer (MOS 1203 tank Unit Commander). Ed was also a training Officer at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. Two weeks prior to being deployed to Vietnam, Ed was sent to Panama for a Jungle 
Operations Course at the School of the Americas.  In Vietnam, Ed was assigned to the 4th Infantry 
Division and assigned to the 1st of the 69th Armor Division. He was initially a Heavy Mortar Platoon 
Leader with the Headquarters Company and was later moved to a Tank Platoon Leader (2nd Platoon) 
with B Company where he served until he finished his tour in Vietnam. 
  
As a result of his combat experience, Ed received many medals and Commemoratives: Bronze Star 
Medal, Purple Heart Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 4 stars, 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Combat Service Commemorative, Republic of Vietnam Service 
Commemorative, Overseas Service Commemorative, U.S. Army Commemorative, Honorable Service, 
State of Missouri Vietnam Service Medal. After serving his country with honor and distinction, Ed left 
active duty as a First Lieutenant from Fort Lewis Washington on July 13, 1969.  
  
In civilian life, Ed 's career was in advertising and communications. Over the course of his career, he has 
produced and directed over 100 films, including "The History of the United States Coast Guard Band." 
Additionally, Ed is a life Member of the 1st of the 69th Armor Battalion Association and Life Member of the 
Military order of the Purple Heart. Not only is Ed a docent at the Saint Louis Art Museum but he is a 
humane educator at the Humane Society of Missouri, Vice President of the Historical Society of University 
City and an umpire of Vintage Base Ball. Lastly, Ed has been happily married to his wife, Pam, and they 
have three wonderful children. 
 
Regent Caroline Van Scoyoc Greene and the Daughters of the Webster Groves Chapter DAR are proud 
to nominate Ed Nickels as Patriot of the Month and extend their gratitude for his patriotic service and 
commitment to our great nation. 
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