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those with special exemptions.  There were numerous funerals held there; these were mainly 
funerals for young men killed in Vietnam.  It was heart-wrenching seeing the grieving families at 
the funerals of these brave young soldiers. 
 

Bob noted that some of the best guys that he met in his life were those that he served with in 
the Army. 
 

After his military service, Bob worked in the Business Development Division of McDonnell 
Douglas (now Boeing), selling aircraft.  A highlight of his career was when he worked in 
Washington, D.C., from 1984-1990, during the Reagan era.  While there, he divided his time 
between the Pentagon, promoting McDonnell Douglas’ aircraft to the military, and promoting 
the aircraft on Capitol Hill. He worked with his McDonnell Douglas associate, Pete Conrad, who 
was both a former Navy fighter pilot and an astronaut who was the third man to walk on the 
moon. They were promoting the McDonnell Douglas C-17, a large military transport aircraft.  In 
their presentations, Bob would explain the aircraft, and Pete Conrad, the experienced fighter 
pilot, would provide his endorsement of it. 
 

Bob also worked on the F-15 program during his career at McDonnell Douglas/Boeing.  The F-
15 was developed by McDonnell Douglas in St. Louis and had its first flight in 1972.  Boeing 
currently makes an advanced version of the F-15, called the F-15EX, which is produced in St. 
Louis and is being flown by the U.S. Air Force worldwide.  Bob is proud to have been part of 
this important military program. 
 

Bob spent the latter part of his career traveling to the Middle East/Asia for Boeing.  After a very 
fulfilling career, Bob is now retired and enjoys spending his time on the golf course. 
 

Bob credits his father for instilling in him a sense of patriotism, respect for 
the military, and the duty to serve one’s country.  His father’s WWII 
military service provided Bob with an example of these qualities. Bob’s 
father, Lieutenant Leonard Voskamp, was a decorated WWII Army Air 
Force pilot who was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air 
Medal. The medals were awarded to him by Lieutenant General George 
C. Kenney, Commanding General of Allied Air Forces, Southwest Pacific 
Area, and Commander, Fifth Air Force; General Kenney sent a letter to 
Leonard’s wife with details of what Leonard did to earn the DFC. General 
Kenney said that Leonard “was cited for extraordinary achievement while 
participating in aerial flights in the Southwest Pacific Area from August 29 
to October 1, 1943.  He took part in more than fifty missions, dropping 
supplies and transporting troops over territory that was continually 
patrolled by enemy fighter aircraft.  Often landings were made on fields 
that were only a few miles from Japanese bases. These operations aided 
considerably in the recent successes in this theatre. In the letter, General 
Kenney also praised the “courage and resourcefulness” of all the young 
Americans fighting in the Southwest Pacific against the “aggressor 
nations.” 
 

Bob related a harrowing experience his father encountered as a pilot during one of his flights.  
After flying for about three hours on an engineering flight, the fuel lines clogged and the 
engines died.  His father was forced to ditch the aircraft in the South Pacific, six miles off Lae, 
New Guinea.  Bob’s father and the radio operator had to tread water for six hours until they 
were picked up by an Australian fishing boat; the co-pilot and crew chief drowned, making the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. 
 



Bob is extremely proud of his father for the 
dedication and service to our country that he 
exhibited during his WWII military service.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


