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grandmother, two sisters, and a brother were all in the living room as the military car arrived 
and two Naval officers came to the front door.  As we saw them approach, it was as if we knew 
immediately what their message would be.  The happy day suddenly became a day of grief and 
sorrow. Another sister arrived within the hour.   

For his service, Seaman Apprentice William Russell 
Dennis, III, received the Vietnam Service Medal, the 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Ribbon Bar, The 
National Defense Service Medal, and the Purple Heart 
Medal. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

His medals were given to our family posthumously. 


