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SGT Ward clearly remembered the times he entered Iraqi palaces while on missions 
and how grand they were. He reflected on the time he walked through the ruins of 
Babylon while patrolling south of Baghdad. And he spoke of seeing the 50-foot pyramid 
temple Ziggurat, in the ruins of the ancient city Ur. Being present in ancient 
Mesopotamia, also known as the cradle of civilization, was surreal to him. As a man of 
faith, he had only read about these historic sites in the Bible. But the times spent being 
able to take in the reality of being so close to the Holy Land was short-lived and what 
was supposed to be the core of Christian beliefs was constantly being fractured by the 
undeniable presence of war. 

April 5, 2003, was a particularly poignant example that war was not only present but all 
around Private First Class (PFC) Ward and the soldiers with him in a Bradley Fighting 
Vehicle (BFV) on a mission in Karbala, Iraq. The BFV was hit by a rocket-propelled 
grenade (RPG) and small arms fire, then became engulfed in flames. PFC Ward was 
able to exit the back ramp with other soldiers, but two were stuck In the turret In an 
incredible display of valor, while still taking on a barrage of enemy fire, he and 
Specialist (SPC) Doc Corbit, climbed on top of the BFV and pulled the two men out. 
After running through the Iraqi streets while under constant fire, the men were 
eventually able to make it to safety. During the explosion and firefight, SGT Ward was 
injured and earned the Purple Heart Medal. 

SGT Ward also earned the Army Commendation Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Medal, and Overseas Service Medal. Other 
earned designations are the Combat Infantryman Badge and the Army Lapel Button. 


