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downtime on excursions to London with fellow officers and was a valued member of the 
Baby Doll III crew. 
 
On September 24, 1944, Frank and his crew embarked 
on a transport mission to relocate more than 2,000 men 
and their equipment across the English Channel. Poor 
weather conditions led the six B-26 aircraft in the unit to 
break formation and proceed independently. The Baby 
Doll III, without radio contact and navigating through 
thick clouds, lost visibility. At approximately 9:00 p.m., 
the plane crashed in a field, with only the tail remaining 
visible. Frank and his fellow crew members, First 
Lieutenant Richard Baehr, Staff Sergeant Edward 
Demyanovich, and Corporal John Myers, perished in 
the impact. 
 
In a tragic outcome, only one of the six planes returned 
safely that night, with the rest either crashing or forced 
into emergency landings. It came to be known as “the 
night the weather won.” 

 
Frank’s family worked tirelessly to have his remains 
brought back home. After four years in a temporary grave 
in England, he was finally laid to rest in Chesed Shel 
Emeth Cemetery in University City, Missouri. 
 
It is with honor and gratitude that we recommend First 
Lieutenant Frank Irving Yawitz for the Purple Heart Patriot 
Award. His sacrifice exemplifies courage, commitment, 
and dedication to our nation. 

 


