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Japan. While there, two high school friends, 
also in the military, came to see him and the 
three tried to persuade the doctor to let them 
take Rick out to the World’s Fair that was 
being held in Tokyo. Rick was eager to go, 
but the doctor nixed their plans. After a week, 
he was transferred to Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center in Denver, Colorado, where 
he remained until his discharge on October 
20, 1970. 
 
Rick was not as concerned with losing his foot 
as he was with losing his vision. His eyes 
were bandaged for two weeks and he was 
unsure if he would ever be able to see again. 
Prayer answered, and his vision was saved 
with some scarring around his eyes. In Colorado, they amputated his leg six inches 
above his ankle and he was fitted with a prosthesis. The day he got his new leg, Rick 
got up and started walking with no difficulty and hasn’t stopped since. 
 

Rick has always been a positive person. He went to 
Vietnam with no fear. He knew God would allow him to 
come home alive. Rick received two additional Purple 
Heart Medals, one for his leg and one for his facial 
injuries. He also received a Bronze Star medal and a 
Bronze Star with Valor Medal for courageous actions 
before his injury. 
Rick returned to Kansas and worked on a farm the 
following year. He then attended the Kansas City 
Business College on the GI Bill. He received a degree in 
Design Drafting. He worked in that field and later in other 
areas until his retirement. Rick and his wife, Claudia, live 
in St. Joseph, Missouri. 


