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his unit the next day. He commented that as he was carried in on a stretcher with only 
his underwear and covered in blood, he looked up and saw female nurses (we haven't 
seen women in a long time) my first thought was "I hope I have clean underwear on" 
ignoring the fact I might lose my arm. 
 
As one of the walking wounded, his arm was bandaged, it took six months for the skin 
to heal up and with the scar tissue, pieces of his behind had been pulled out which 
made for sore sitting for a while. Today, a piece of shrapnel remains in his left arm. 
  
Walter Schley left Vietnam on September 10, 1969, and landed at Marine Corps Air 
Station  El Toro, located in El Toro, California. 
 
“I was issued the Purple Heart Medal by my Company Commander, Captain Eckerd, in 
our company area at QuangTri Combat Base in Vietnam on September 2, 1969.” 
 
Along with the Purple Heart Medal, Chief Warrant 
Officer Schley was awarded numerous medals and 
commendations during his service, including two 
Meritorious Service Medals, the Navy Commendation 
Medal, the Navy Achievement Medal with combat “V”, 
and more. Schley would later go on to serve as a 
member of the Marine Corps during the Gulf War, 
Operation Desert Shield, Operation Desert Storm, 
Operation Enduring Freedom, and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 
 
Chief Warrant Officer Schley is a member of the Henry 
Leavenworth Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) 
Chapter and is also the former Commander of the 
Department of Missouri, Military Order of the Purple 
Heart. 
 
Married to his wife, Kathleen, the couple have two children. 

 


