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matchwood, sending it to the bottom”, a newspaper account reported it 31 months 
later. The Queen Mary had 15,000 U.S. troops aboard and the ship suffered only a 
dent, continuing safely to Clyde Scotland. The cruiser went down in five minutes with 
338 casualties. The Queen Mary could not stop as the German U-boats were in the 
area. 
     On June 6, 1944, his unit landed on Omaha Beach. Bruce lost friends and fellow 
soldiers during the beach landing. The soldiers were pinned down on a bluff for four to 
five hours. The survivors of his unit later made their way to Germany, France, Holland, 
and Belgium. Bruce was wounded twice by flying shrapnel and lost hearing in one ear 
due to a shell concussion. Bruce went in on the second wave in Normandy. He spent 
three years in England, Germany, France and Belgium. 
Bruce received the following Honors and Citations: 

• Two Purple Hearts 
• Good Conduct Medal 
• European African-Middle Eastern Theater with four Campaign Stars for service 
in Central Europe, Rhineland, Normandy, and France. 

 
    After returning, Bruce worked on the Missouri River for the Army Corps of Engineers 
in Washington, Missouri. He was a member of the Carpenters Local 1839 Union and 
VFW Post 2661. 
     Bruce loved baseball and fishing on the Missouri and Gasconade Rivers. He 
volunteered at the local food pantries in Washington, after retirement. 
     He was honored to take a trip to Washington, D.C., in 2008 with the Franklin County 
Honor Flight. 
     September 28, 2010, he was chosen to throw the first pitch out at a Cardinal 
Baseball Game. 
 

 


