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court in the United States, including liaison with the U.S. 
Department of Justice, whose attorneys represent the 
Navy in federal court.  His work included a wide range of 
civil litigation, including servicemembers seeking 
discharge under the First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, claiming they had become conscientious 
objectors after entering active duty, and female 
servicemembers seeking to prevent being discharged 
after becoming pregnant. At that time pregnant females 
were discharged from the military service. There was also 
a lawsuit by midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 
claiming the First Amendment prohibited mandatory 
attendance at religious services, which was required by 
Navy regulations at that time. 
 
Other cases involved an effort to prevent the Navy from 
using an island that was part of Puerto Rico as a target 
range for Navy combat ships, and a civil suit by the 
commanding officer of a combat ship in Vietnam who was removed from command 
under circumstances reminiscent of the Humphrey Bogart movie, “The Caine Mutiny.” 
Bill’s work also included the recovery from third parties of Navy funds paid to civilian 
hospitals and healthcare providers for the care of injured servicemembers and 
responding to federal court subpoenas for Navy records. 

 
In early 1973, with the Vietnam War winding down, 
Bill was released from active duty and returned home 
to St. Louis, Missouri, to practice family law as a 
civilian attorney for more than 50 years.  He 
remained in the Naval Reserve at the Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Center in St. Louis for an 
additional twenty years until he retired. During his 
time in the service, Bill was awarded the Navy 
Commendation Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, and the Vietnam Service Medal. Some of the 
best advice he received while on active duty was, “If 
you want someone to do something, don’t call or 
write them, go see them. It is much harder for 
someone to tell you no, face-to-face.”  
 

Bill has been married to his wife, JoEllen, for 48 years. They are the parents of eight 
children, have 25 grandchildren, and two great-granddaughters. 
 
The O’Fallon Chapter, NSDAR, Daughters are extremely proud to recognize and honor 
William Albrecht as Patriot of the Month for his dedication, patriotism, and service to 
our country. 


