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Commissioning Unit (PCU) Decatur (DDG-73) in Bath, Maine. Ken remained with 
USS Decatur as it was commissioned and homeported to San Diego, California, 
before conducting its maiden West Pacific deployment. Ken was selected to the 
rank of Chief Petty Officer (CPO) and was reassigned to USS Dubuque (LPD-8) in 
San Diego. He was on deployment in Darwin, Australia on September 11, 2001, 
and conducted the start of Operation Enduring Freedom.  
 
After re-enlisting he reported to the Recruit Training Command (RTC), Great 
Lakes, Illinois, as a Recruit Division Commander (RDC) and earned his Master 
Training Specialist and Expert RDC Crown. He was then selected in 2004 to the 
rank of Chief Warrant Officer where he reported to the USS Stethem (DDG-63) in 
San Diego, CA. From there, he conducted the ship's homeport shift to Yokosuka, 
Japan, as the Assistant Operation Officer and Combat Information Center Officer 
conducting many single and multi-nation exercises in the Asian-Pacific Theater.  
 
His second tour as a CWO led him to the USS Gettysburg (CG-64) in Mayport, 
Florida, as the Air Defense Officer conducting piracy operations in the Gulf of 
Oman. His next tour was at Commander Navy Cyber Forces in Little Creek, 
Virginia, as the Staff Joint Information Control Officer (JICO) and Subject Matter 
Expert (SME) for the shipboard Combat Information Center (CIC), U.S. Navy. He 
was then selected to Commander U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/Commander 
Sixth Fleet in Naples, Italy, as the JICO working with NATO and allied nations in all 
data link operations. His final tour has been at Commander Naval Forces 
South/Commander Fourth Fleet in Mayport, Florida, as the Deputy COP Director 
and Staff JICO.    
 
CWO4 Gulledge’s personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal, two gold stars in lieu of a third award, and the Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, four gold stars in lieu of a fifth award.    
 


