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Eugene Joseph Canty was born on March 19, 1907, 

in St. Louis, Missouri, the only child of William Daniel 
Canty and Margaret (Casey) Canty. In 1917, when 
Eugene was 10 years old, his father died of tuberculosis.  
In 1924, after graduating from Yeatman High School, 
Eugene enrolled at St. Louis University, where he majored 
in medicine, graduating in 1930 with a Bachelor of 
Science (B.S.) and Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degrees.  
Dr. Canty then completed a year of medical internship at 
St. John’s Hospital in St. Louis. In 1931, he entered into 
general practice in St. Charles, Missouri, as an associate 
with another physician, Dr. Jenkins, where he remained 
until 1944, a period of 13 years. Dr. Eugene Canty 
married Dorothy Emmons in 1934, and they had two 
children: Barbara, born in 1935, and Thomas, born in 
1939. 

As Dr. Canty did not talk much about his WWII 
experience, his family did not know many of the details of 

his service. Much of the information in this article was obtained from his files at the National 
Archives in St. Louis, where fortunately, U.S. Navy records from WWII were not affected by the 
1973 fire at the St. Louis Records Center. 



Dr. Canty’s first military service was in 
the U.S. Army.  On June 3, 1930, he was 
commissioned as a first lieutenant and 
joined the U.S. Army Officer Reserve 
Corps – Medical Corps, and served until 
June 2, 1935, a period of five years. 

On January 13, 1944, during World 
War II, Dr. Canty, 37 years old with two 
small children at home, volunteered for 
military service, applying for a commission 
with the United States Naval Reserve 
Medical Corps (USNR-MC). The 
application asked why he chose the Navy 
as his preference, and he responded that 
he felt “the Navy offers a superior type of 
medical service.” His appointment 
paperwork stated: “Passed Assistant 
Surgeon with rank of Lieutenant,” and his 
specialty was listed as “General 
Practice.”Lt. Canty was placed on active 
duty with the USNR-MC, serving from 
March 26, 1944, to June 3, 1946. His 
records indicate that he capably operated 
surgically during his military service 
despite surgery not being his specialty. 

Lieutenant Canty’s first active-duty 
assignment was the U.S. Naval Air Station 
in Corpus Christi, Texas, serving as a medical officer in the dispensary for two months. 
Coincidentally, for his next assignment, Lt. Canty and another physician from St. Charles, 
Missouri, Lt. George E. Kister, were both sent to the Amphibious Training Base, Camp 
Bradford, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia.  This was a training center for the crews of 
Landing Ship Tank (LST), which are ships used by amphibious forces to land troops, tanks, 
and other heavy equipment directly on beaches. Lt. Canny served there for three months, 
again as a medical officer in the dispensary. His next orders directed him to report to the 
commander of the LST Group Seventeen for duty as medical officer.  He was assigned to LST 
Group Staff 17, Flotilla 6, where he served as senior medical officer for 18 months, initially 
onboard the USS LST 1028, later on USS LST 628. In relating his father’s WWII service, Lt. 
Canty’s son, Thomas Canty, mentioned that his father could not swim, so it was ironic that he 
joined the Navy and served on a ship. 

While onboard the USS LST 1028, Lt. Canty experienced a Navy tradition, a ceremony 
featuring the awarding of a certificate, “Imperium Neptuni Regi,” also known as a Shellback 
certificate, given the first time that a sailor crosses the equator.  It was signed by the ship’s 
captain and awarded to him on October 25, 1944, while they were bound south for the equator 
toward the Solomon Islands, New Guinea. Lt. Canty kept the certificate and framed it when he 
returned home. 

Lt. Canty’s unit, as part of the Lingayen Attack Force, participated in the assault landing 
operations at Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine Islands, January 9-31, 1945.  It was during this 
mission that Lt. Cant earned both the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. 

Lt. Canty never mentioned to his family the details surrounding his Purple Heart Medal; 
what injuries he sustained and what caused them.  However, January 10, 1945, the date cited 



in his Purple Heart citation as 
the date of his injuries, 
coincides with the date that 
his ship struck an enemy 
mine, resulting in an 
underwater explosion, so his 
injuries occurred during this 
enemy action. 

Lieutenant Canty’s 
records indicate that the 
Bronze Star Medal was 
presented to him by authority 
of the Commander, THIRD 
Amphibious Force, United 
States Pacific Fleet.  The 
citation lists the details of his 
service for which he was 
awarded the medal. 

After the USS LST 1028 
was damaged by an enemy 
mine, Lt. Canty was 
transferred to the USS LST 
628 on January 31, 1945.  
The Purple Heart and Bronze 
Star medals were presented 
to Lt. Canty in a shipboard 
ceremony on September 16, 
1945. Lt. Canty’s son, 

Thomas Canty, provided photos of the shipboard ceremony, which had been stored in a 
scrapbook. 

Thomas Canty told of another experience his father had during his WWII service. Lt. Canty 
developed appendicitis and needed surgery, but he was the only doctor on his ship.  He had to 
be transferred from his ship, USS LST 628, via a special wire-basket stretcher, known as a 
Stokes stretcher, suspended by ropes like an air gondola, to an ambulance boat and then to 
the U.S. Naval Fleet Hospital No. 103, Guam, for surgery.  Thomas Canty said that his father’s 
appendix had ruptured by the time he had the surgery.  Lt. Canty reported to the fleet hospital 
on May 29, 1945, and completed his treatment there on June 22, 1945.  After confirming the 
location of his ship, USS LST 628, he was provided transportation back to it to resume his 
duties. 

On January 23, 1946, for his last active-duty assignment, Lt. Canty was reassigned 
stateside to the Naval Personnel Separation Center, Naval Air Technical Training Center, 
Norman, Oklahoma, as a medical officer.  He was promoted to lieutenant commander on June 
1, 1946, and released from active duty on June 3, 1946; however, he remained in the U.S. 
Naval Reserves Medical Corps until February 5, 1954. 

Lieutenant Commander Canty’s medals and awards for his WWII service were:  Purple 
Heart, Bronze Star with Combat “V,” Asiatic-Pacific Theatre Ribbon with two stars, American 
Theatre Campaign Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star, and Victory Ribbon 
World War II.  Lieutenant Commander Canty’s records note that he was authorized to wear the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one bronze operation star for participation in the initial 
landings on Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, January 9, 1945.  It was also noted that he participated, with 



credit, in the initial invasion of Okinawa, Tykuku Islands, on April 1, 1945, for which he was 
authorized to wear a bronze operation star on the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon.  Since he received 
two bronze operation stars for his Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, the second star was probably for his 
participation in the Lingayen, Luzon, landing operations. 

After his World War II service, Dr. Canty returned to St. Charles, Missouri, where he 
resumed his private medical practice. He also served on the infirmary staff at Lindenwood 
College as their college physician. In 1986, upon his retirement after 55 years of medical 
practice, he received a Resolution from the Missouri House of Representatives documenting 
his medical and civic service to the St. Charles community, as well as his distinguished wartime 
service.  Dr. Canty died on December 23, 1997, at the age of 90.  He is buried in Oak Grove 
Cemetery in St. Charles, Missouri, in a family plot along with his wife, mother, and aunt. 
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