
Missouri state society 
Daughters of the aMerican revolution 

Proudly Honors 
 

Wesley Leon Midyett 
United States Navy 

Ensign (O-1) 
September 26, 1942 — March 26, 1945 

 

Killed in action 
as 

PurPle heart Patriot 
august 2025 

Jon and Cindy Guthrie, Honoring Jon’s Great Uncle’s Service and Sacrifice 
Sponsored by: Dorcus Richardson Chapter, NSDAR 

 
Wesley Leon Midyett was the son of Columbus and Della 

Midyett of rural Standberry, Missouri. He was the youngest of 
eight children; three sisters, Bernice, Oleta and Arlene and 
four brothers, Marvin, Victor, Lloyd and Chester. All five of the 
brothers served in World War II. Chester, the oldest, in the 
Foreign Service in Africia; Marvin served in the Air Force, 
Lloyd as Gunner Mate in the Navy, Victor a Aviation Machinist 
in the Navy and Wesley a Navy Pilot assigned to the USS 
Hancock stationed in the Pacific.  

Wesley was shot, but landed his plane on the USS 
Hancock before he died and was buried at sea.  

Dean Midyett, the oldest nephew of Wesley, who is now 
also deceased told his family members that he remembers the 
day the officials from the Navy came to notify his grandparents 

of Wesley's death. He and his grandfather, Columbus, 
were working in the cattle feed lot. They went to the door 
with his grandmother Della. Upon learning the news 
Della withdrew to her bedroom and did not appear in 
public for at least five days. 
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