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 Robert Wayne Fitterling enlisted on January 2, 
1968, to serve in the U. S. Navy. He began his career 
at Boot Camp in San Diego, California, and attended 
A-School at Great Lakes, where he trained as an 
Engineman, 2nd Class.  

 
He was sent to Vietnam in October 1968, and his 

tour ended in June 1971, after two years and 9 months 
in country. He was part of the Brown Water Navy and 
the Naval Advisory Corps, working as a Coxswain and 
PBR Mechanic. For his service, he was awarded the 
Vietnam Service Medal (Silver Star), Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, and a National Defense Service 
Ribbon.  

 
Wayne took a break in service upon returning 

home to Warrensburg. He joined the Missouri Army 
National Guard in 1973 as a member of the 110th Engineering Battalion in Clinton, 
Missouri. He also served with the 635th Aviation unit in Warrensburg as a helicopter 
mechanic, crew member, and crew chief. He received the Good Conduct Medal and a 
Marksmanship Badge.  

 
He retired with 26 years of creditable service in 1995. He is a proud member of the 

American Legion, VFW, and Elks Lodge in Warrensburg, Missouri.  
 
Wayne is married to Karlena Sawyer and has two daughters, one stepdaughter, five 

grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. He enjoys working on the farm, fixing 
vehicles, tending to his large vegetable garden, fishing, hunting, and playing poker with 
his brothers and friends. 


